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Abstract

Youth have increasingly emerged as critical actors in peacebuilding and conflict
prevention efforts across Nigeria, particularly in the context of persistent
communal, ethno-religious, and political conflicts. This paper examines the
role of youth-led initiatives in promoting peace and preventing violent conflict
in Nigeria, while also interrogating the challenges confronting such efforts
and the prospects they hold for sustainable peace. Drawing on secondary data,
including academic literature, policy reports, and documented case studies,
the study adopts a qualitative analytical approach to explore how Nigerian
youths engage in dialogue facilitation, community mediation, civic education,
and digital peace advocacy. The findings reveal that youth-led peacebuilding
initiatives contribute significantly to early warning mechanisms, grassroots
conflict management, and post-conflict reconciliation. However, these efforts are
constrained by structural challenges such as political exclusion, limited funding,
weak institutional support, unemployment, and the instrumentalization of
youth for violent ends. Despite these challenges, the paper argues that Nigerian
youths possess considerable potential to serve as agents of peace if adequately
empowered through inclusive governance, capacity building, and supportive
policy frameworks. The study concludes by recommending stronger state-
youth partnerships, institutional recognition of youth peace networks, and the
integration of youth-led strategies into national peace and security architectures
to enhance conflict prevention and sustainable peace in Nigeria.
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Introduction

Nigeria has continued to grapple with diverse forms of violent
conflict since the return to democratic governance in 1999. These
conflicts manifest in ethno-religious violence, communal clashes,
farmer-—herder conflicts, insurgency, banditry, political violence,
and separatist agitations, all of which pose serious threats to
national stability and human security (Imobighe, 2003; Best, 2019;
Obi, 2020). Despite numerous state-led interventions and security-
centric responses, the persistence of these conflicts suggests the
limitations of militarized approaches and underscores the need for
inclusive, non-violent, and participatory peacebuilding strategies.

In recent years, attention has increasingly shifted towards
the role of non-state actors in peacebuilding, particularly youths,
who constitute a significant proportion of Nigeria’s population.
According to the National Population Commission, youths account
for over 60 percent of Nigeria’s population, making them central
to both the dynamics of conflict and the prospects for peace (NPC,
2019). While youths are often portrayed as perpetrators or victims
of violence—frequently mobilized by political elites, extremist
groups, and criminal networks—they are simultaneously emerging
as critical agents of peace, conflict prevention, and social cohesion
(McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Ozerdem & Podder, 2015).

Youth-led peacebuilding refers to initiatives designed,
implemented, and sustained by young people aimed at preventing
conflict, managing disputes, and fostering peaceful coexistence
at community, national, and transnational levels. In Nigeria,
such initiatives range from grassroots mediation efforts,
interfaith dialogue platforms, civic education campaigns, digital
peace advocacy, and early warning mechanisms to post-conflict
reconciliation and community rebuilding projects (UNDP, 2018;
Search for Common Ground, 2020). These initiatives challenge
traditional top-down peacebuilding models by emphasizing local
ownership, inclusivity, and preventive engagement.

However, despite their growing visibility, youth-led
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peacebuilding efforts in Nigeria face significant structural and
contextual challenges. These include political marginalization,
limited access to decision-making processes, inadequate funding,
weak institutional support, high levels of unemployment, and
the instrumentalization of youth by political and economic elites
for violent ends (Adebayo, 2021; Alabi & Abdulrahman, 2022).
Moreover, state policies often oscillate between securitization of
youth activism and rhetorical commitments to youth inclusion,
creating contradictions that undermine sustainable youth
engagement in peace processes.

Against this backdrop, this paper examines youth-led
peacebuilding and conflict prevention in Nigeria, with a focus on
the challenges confronting such initiatives and the prospects they
hold for sustainable peace. The study argues that while Nigerian
youths possess significant potential to function as transformative
peace actors, this potential remains underutilized due to structural
constraints and policy gaps. By situating youth peacebuilding
within broader debates on peace, security, and participatory
governance, the paper contributes to ongoing scholarly and policy
discussions on inclusive peacebuilding in conflict-affected societies.

The paper is structured as follows: following this introduction,
the next section presents the conceptual and theoretical framework
underpinning the study. The third section examines the nature and
drivers of conflict in Nigeria and the place of youth within these
dynamics. The fourth section analyses youth-led peacebuilding
initiatives and conflict prevention mechanisms. The fifth section
discusses the challenges facing youth peace efforts, while the final
section highlights prospects, policy implications, and concluding
remarks.

Background to the Study
Nigeria has experienced recurring violent conflicts since the
return to democracy in 1999, including ethno-religious clashes,
communal disputes, farmer—herder conflicts, insurgency, political
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violence, and separatist agitations (Imobighe, 2003; Best, 2019;
Obi, 2020). These conflicts threaten national stability, disrupt
socio-economic development, and undermine human security.
Despite numerous state-led interventions, militarized approaches
have proven insufficient to achieve lasting peace, highlighting the
need for inclusive, participatory, and non-violent peacebuilding
strategies.

Youth, who constitute over 60% of Nigeria’s population (NPC,
2019), are often depicted as either perpetrators or victims of
violence. However, research increasingly recognizes youth as
proactive agents capable of preventing conflict and fostering
social cohesion (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Ozerdem & Podder, 2015).
Understanding youth-led initiatives is essential for designing
effective, locally grounded peace strategies.

Statement of the Problem

Despite growing recognition of youths as critical stakeholders
in peacebuilding and conflict prevention, youth-led initiatives in
Nigeria continue to face deep-rooted structural and operational
constraints that limit their effectiveness and sustainability.
Although youths constitute the demographic majority in Nigeria,
they remain largely excluded from formal peace and security
decision-making processes, often confined to peripheral or symbolic
roles (Adebayo, 2021). This political marginalization undermines
their ability to influence policies that directly affect their security
and socio-economic conditions.

In addition, youth-led peacebuilding initiatives suffer from
chronic underfunding, weak institutional support, and limited
access to formal governance structures. Many youth organizations
operate informally, without legal recognition or stable funding
mechanisms, making them vulnerable to collapse and limiting their
capacity to scale up their interventions (Alabi & Abdulrahman,
2022). The absence of supportive policy frameworks further
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constrains coordination between youth groups, government
agencies, and international development partners.

Socio-economic deprivation, particularly high levels of youth
unemployment and poverty, exacerbates these challenges.
Economic vulnerability not only restricts sustained youth
engagement in peace initiatives but also exposes young people
to manipulation by political elites, armed groups, and extremist
networks seeking to exploit their grievances for violent purposes
(Adebayo, 2021). In conflict-affected regions, youth peacebuilders
also face direct security risks, including intimidation, violence,
and displacement, which further undermine their participation.

Furthermore, prevailing academic and policy discourses in
Nigeria have tended to frame youths primarily as perpetrators
of violence or as passive victims of insecurity. This narrow
representation obscures the constructive roles youths play as
mediators, mobilizers, and advocates of peace at the community
level. Consequently, youth agency in proactive peacebuilding
remains under-theorized and under-documented, limiting evidence-
based policymaking and the integration of youth-led initiatives
into broader peace frameworks. Addressing this problem is crucial
for rethinking peacebuilding strategies that move beyond state-
centric and militarized approaches.

Research Gap
Existing literature on conflict and security in Nigeria has largely
concentrated on two dominant perspectives. First, a significant
body of research emphasizes youths as participants in violent
conflict, highlighting their involvement in political thuggery,
insurgency, militancy, and communal violence (Honwana, 2012;
Obi, 2020). While these studies provide valuable insights into the
drivers of youth violence, they often overlook the agency of youths
as peace actors capable of preventing and resolving conflict.
Second, much of the peacebuilding literature privileges state-
led and elite-driven interventions, focusing on military responses,
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security sector reforms, and top-down conflict management
strategies (Best, 2019; Achumba, Ighomereho & Akpor-Robaro,
2013). Although such approaches are important, their dominance
has marginalized grassroots and community-based peace efforts,
particularly those initiated and sustained by youths.

As a result, there is limited scholarly engagement with youth-
led peacebuilding initiatives as transformative mechanisms for
conflict prevention in Nigeria. Specifically, insufficient attention
has been paid to the forms these initiatives take, the contextual
challenges they face, and their policy relevance within Nigeria’s
broader peace and security architecture. This study addresses this
gap by systematically examining youth-driven peacebuilding and
conflict prevention efforts, their operational constraints, and their
prospects for contributing to sustainable peace.

Objectives of the Study

General Objective
The general objective of this study is to examine youth-led
peacebuilding and conflict prevention initiatives in Nigeria, with
a particular focus on the challenges confronting these initiatives
and their prospects for promoting sustainable peace.

Specific Objectives
The specific objectives of the study are to:

1. Analyze the nature and underlying drivers of
conflict in Nigeria, with emphasis on how youths
are positioned within these conflict dynamics.

2. Examine the various forms and strategies of
youth-led peacebuilding and conflict prevention
initiatives across different contexts in Nigeria.

3. Identify the structural, institutional, and socio-
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economic challenges that limit the effectiveness of
youth-led peacebuilding initiatives.

4. Explore the prospects of strengthening youth
participation in peacebuilding and propose
policy recommendations for integrating youth-
led initiatives into Nigeria’s peace and security
framework.

Conceptual and Theoretical Framework

Conceptual Clarifications
Peacebuilding is a multidimensional concept that extends beyond
the mere absence of violence to include the creation of social,
political, and economic structures capable of preventing the
recurrence of conflict and sustaining positive peace. Galtung
(1969) distinguishes between negative peace—the absence of
direct violence—and positive peace, which entails the elimination
of structural violence and the promotion of social justice. Building
on this distinction, Lederach (1997) conceptualizes peacebuilding
as a long-term process that involves transforming relationships,
institutions, and discourses that generate conflict. In the Nigerian
context, peacebuilding therefore encompasses efforts aimed
at addressing underlying grievances such as marginalization,
inequality, identity contestations, and weak governance structures
that fuel violent conflict (Best, 2019; Obi, 2020).

Conflict prevention refers to proactive measures designed to
avert the outbreak, escalation, or recurrence of violent conflict.
According to the United Nations (2018), conflict prevention
involves early warning, preventive diplomacy, mediation, dialogue
facilitation, and community-based interventions. Rather than
reacting to violence after it has erupted, conflict prevention
emphasizes anticipatory and participatory strategies that engage
local actors in identifying risks and mitigating tensions. Scholars
argue that effective conflict prevention must be locally grounded,
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inclusive, and sensitive to socio-cultural contexts (Ramsbotham,
Woodhouse & Miall, 2016). This makes youth participation
particularly relevant, given their proximity to grassroots realities
and their capacity to mobilize communities.

Youth, as a social category, is often defined in demographic
terms; however, in peace and conflict studies, youth is better
understood as a dynamic social group whose roles are shaped by
political, economic, and cultural structures. The African Youth
Charter defines youth as persons between the ages of 15 and 35, a
definition widely adopted in Nigerian policy frameworks (African
Union, 2006). While youth are frequently associated with violence,
protest, and political instability, recent scholarship challenges
this narrative by emphasizing youth agency and their potential
as peace actors (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Honwana, 2012). Youth-
led peacebuilding thus refers to initiatives conceptualized and
implemented by young people to prevent conflict, manage disputes,
and promote peaceful coexistence within their communities.

Youth Agency and Peacebuilding
The concept of youth agency is central to understanding youth-
led peacebuilding. Agency refers to the capacity of individuals or
groups to act independently and make meaningful choices within
structural constraints (Giddens, 1984). Applying this concept to
peacebuilding, scholars argue that youths are not merely passive
victims or perpetrators of conflict but active agents capable of
shaping peace outcomes (Ozerdem & Podder, 2015). In Nigeria,
youth-led initiatives such as community mediation groups,
interfaith dialogue platforms, election monitoring networks, and
digital peace campaigns demonstrate how young people exercise
agency in mitigating violence and fostering social cohesion (UNDP,
2018; Search for Common Ground, 2020).

However, youth agency operates within structural conditions
characterized by unemployment, political exclusion, and socio-
economic inequality. Honwana (2012) describes this condition
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as “waithood,” where youths are trapped between dependency
and adulthood due to limited opportunities. In such contexts,
youth engagement in peacebuilding becomes both a strategy
for social inclusion and a response to systemic marginalization.
This dual positioning underscores the need to analyze youth-led
peacebuilding within broader political and economic structures
rather than as isolated grassroots activities.

Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored primarily on human security theory and
participatory peacebuilding theory, which together provide a
robust analytical lens for examining youth-led peacebuilding and
conflict prevention in Nigeria.

Human security theory shifts the focus of security from the state
to individuals and communities, emphasizing freedom from fear
and freedom from want (UNDP, 1994). Unlike traditional state-
centric security approaches that prioritize territorial integrity and
military strength, human security emphasizes protection from
violence, poverty, unemployment, and social exclusion. Scholars
argue that many conflicts in Nigeria persist because state
responses prioritize coercive security measures while neglecting
human security concerns such as youth unemployment, political
marginalization, and social injustice (Achumba, Ighomereho &
Akpor-Robaro, 2013; Obi, 2020). Youth-led peacebuilding aligns
with the human security framework by addressing insecurity at
the community level and focusing on social resilience, dialogue,
and inclusion.

Participatory peacebuilding theory emphasizes the involvement
of local actors in peace processes, arguing that sustainable peace
cannot be imposed from above but must emerge from inclusive,
bottom-up engagement (Lederach, 1997; Mac Ginty, 2014). This
theory critiques elite-driven peace processes that marginalize local
voices, particularly youths and women. In the Nigerian context,
participatory peacebuilding highlights the importance of youth
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inclusion in decision-making, peace negotiations, and post-conflict
reconstruction. Youth-led initiatives embody this participatory
logic by leveraging local knowledge, peer networks, and cultural
legitimacy to prevent and manage conflict.

Nature and Drivers of Conflict in Nigeria

Nigeria has long been characterized as a complex and multi-
layered society, with conflicts that are diverse in nature, intensity,
and scope. The nature of conflict in Nigeria is multifaceted,
encompassing ethno-religious violence, communal clashes, farmer—
herder disputes, insurgency, political violence, and criminality
(Omotola, 2006; Best, 2019; Obi, 2020). These conflicts manifest
both at the local community level—where disputes over land,
resources, and chieftaincy arise—and at the national level, where
political rivalry, electoral violence, and insurgency challenge state
stability. Importantly, conflicts in Nigeria are rarely isolated;
they often intersect, creating cascading effects that exacerbate
insecurity, disrupt socio-economic development, and erode public
trust in governance structures (Adebayo, 2021).

Ethno-Religious Conflicts

Ethno-religious conflicts remain a persistent source of instability
in Nigeria. Scholars argue that these conflicts are often driven
by competition over political power, religious dominance, and
cultural hegemony (Ibrahim, 2006; Mustapha, 2009). Northern
Nigeria, for instance, has experienced repeated clashes between
Muslim and Christian communities, often triggered by electoral
disputes, religious intolerance, or resource competition (Agbiboa,
2013). Similarly, in central Nigeria, the “Middle Belt” has been a
hotspot for clashes between different ethnic and religious groups
over land ownership, political representation, and cultural rights
(Okeke, 2018).
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Farmer-Herder Conflicts

Farmer—herder conflicts have intensified in recent years due
to competition over scarce natural resources, especially land
and water, exacerbated by climate change and environmental
degradation (Blench, 2010; Akinola, 2018). Nomadic Fulani
herders and sedentary farming communities frequently clash in
northern and central Nigeria, resulting in loss of lives, destruction
of property, and internal displacement. Scholars highlight that
the state’s weak regulatory framework and insufficient conflict
management mechanisms amplify these disputes (Adesoji, 2010;
Akpabio & Etuk, 2020).

Insurgency and Terrorism

The Boko Haram insurgency, active since 2009, has significantly
shaped the security landscape of northeastern Nigeria.
Characterized by asymmetric warfare, suicide attacks,
kidnappings, and bombings, Boko Haram represents both a
religious-political conflict and a state-challenge conflict (Onuoha,
2010; Campbell, 2015). While primarily concentrated in Borno,
Yobe, and Adamawa states, the insurgency has created regional
displacement, humanitarian crises, and cross-border security
challenges. The rise of splinter groups, such as the Islamic State
West Africa Province (ISWAP), further complicates the conflict
dynamics (Agbiboa & Maiangwa, 2021).

Political Violence
Electoral and political violence constitute another major driver
of conflict in Nigeria. Studies indicate that political competition,
coupled with weak democratic institutions and corruption, often
leads to voter intimidation, violent protests, assassinations,
and clashes between party supporters (Omotola, 2010; Ibeanu,
2014). Youths are frequently mobilized as political foot soldiers,
reinforcing the cyclical nature of violence and highlighting the dual
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role of youth as both agents of conflict and potential peacebuilders
(Akinola, 2019).

Structural Drivers of Conflict

Beyond immediate triggers, structural factors underpin much
of Nigeria’s conflict landscape. Ethno-religious and regional
inequalities, poverty, youth unemployment, political exclusion,
and weak governance interact to create fertile conditions for
recurrent violence (Adebanwi & Obadare, 2010; Adebayo, 2021).
Scholars emphasize that the politicization of identity, combined
with institutional weaknesses, perpetuates grievances that
manifest in localized and national conflicts (Mustapha, 2009; Obi,
2020). These structural drivers underscore the need for proactive
peacebuilding strategies that address root causes rather than
merely managing symptoms of conflict.

Conclusion

In sum, conflicts in Nigeria are complex, overlapping, and multi-
causal. They range from localized communal disputes to nationwide
insurgencies, shaped by both immediate triggers and deep-rooted
structural factors. Understanding the nature and drivers of these
conflicts is critical for designing effective youth-led peacebuilding
initiatives and conflict prevention strategies. By situating youth
interventions within this context, scholars and practitioners can
identify entry points for sustainable peace and security.

Youth-Led Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention

Initiatives in Nigeria
Youth-led peacebuilding has emerged as a vital component
of Nigeria’s broader strategy to mitigate conflict and promote
social cohesion. Recognizing the dual role of youths—as potential
perpetrators of violence and as agents of peace—scholars argue
that harnessing youth energy and creativity for peacebuilding
offers a sustainable pathway to conflict prevention (McEvoy-Levy,
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2006; Ozerdem & Podder, 2015). In Nigeria, youth-led initiatives
span grassroots mediation, interfaith dialogue, civic education,
digital advocacy, and post-conflict reconciliation programs.

Grassroots Mediation and Community Engagement

At the community level, youth groups have increasingly taken
responsibility for mediating local disputes. For instance, in Plateau
State, youth-led forums facilitated dialogue between conflicting
ethnic communities, particularly between the Berom, Afizere, and
Fulani groups. These initiatives have helped to reduce recurring
communal clashes and foster trust-building among community
members (Agbiboa, 2013; Okeke, 2018). Similarly, in southern
Nigeria, youth associations in Delta and Rivers States have
engaged in conflict mediation between host communities and oil
companies, advocating for equitable resource distribution and
mitigating violent protests (Akinola, 2018).

Interfaith Dialogue and Peace Clubs

Religious tensions remain a critical driver of conflict in Nigeria.
Youth-led interfaith platforms and peace clubs have been
established across both northern and central Nigeria to facilitate
dialogue between Christian and Muslim youths. For example,
the Interfaith Youth Corps (IFYC) and initiatives supported by
the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPCS) have organized
workshops, peace rallies, and community forums aimed at fostering
mutual understanding and reducing stereotypes (Ibrahim, 2006;
UNDP, 2018). Such initiatives have proven effective in de-
escalating localized tensions, promoting tolerance, and enhancing
social cohesion.

Digital Peacebuilding and Advocacy
The proliferation of social media has provided Nigerian youths with
a platform for digital peacebuilding and advocacy. Organizations
like the Youth Initiative for Advocacy, Growth, and Advancement
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(YTIAGA Africa) have leveraged online campaigns to educate
citizens on electoral violence prevention, civic responsibility, and
non-violent conflict resolution (Ozerdem & Podder, 2015; Search
for Common Ground, 2020). Digital campaigns have facilitated
rapid dissemination of information, countered misinformation, and
mobilized youths for community-based peace activities, especially
during elections and periods of heightened tension.

Early Warning and Crisis Response

Youth networks have also contributed to early warning systems
that monitor potential conflict hotspots. In Kaduna and Bauchi
States, youth volunteers trained in conflict analysis work alongside
civil society and local authorities to identify rising tensions, report
risks, and initiate preventive measures (UNDP, 2018). These early
interventions have helped reduce casualties, protect vulnerable
populations, and strengthen community resilience against the
outbreak of violence.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the promise of youth-led initiatives, these programs face
significant constraints. Limited funding, lack of institutional
support, political marginalization, and the instrumentalization
of youth for violent purposes undermine their effectiveness
(Adebayo, 2021; Alabi & Abdulrahman, 2022). Furthermore,
inconsistent government policies, weak legal frameworks for
youth engagement, and insufficient capacity-building efforts
hinder the sustainability and scaling of youth peace programs
(Honwana, 2012; UNDP, 2018). These challenges highlight the
need for systematic support, including formal recognition of youth
networks, capacity enhancement, and integration into national
peace and security strategies.
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Impact and Prospects

Empirical evidence suggests that when adequately empowered,
Nigerian youths can play transformative roles in conflict prevention
and peacebuilding. Youth-led initiatives have demonstrated
measurable successes in reducing communal violence, fostering
dialogue, enhancing civic participation, and promoting
reconciliation (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Ozerdem & Podder, 2015). The
prospects for youth-led peacebuilding are further strengthened by
Nigeria’s demographic advantage, as the majority of the population
is youthful, making the inclusion of youth in formal and informal
peace processes not only desirable but necessary for sustainable
peace (NPC, 2019).

Challenges to Youth-Led Peacebuilding in Nigeria
While youth-led peacebuilding initiatives have shown significant
promise, several structural, political, and operational challenges
limit their effectiveness and sustainability. Understanding these
constraints is critical for designing interventions that harness
youth potential for sustainable peace.

1. Political Marginalization—One of the most significant
challenges facing Nigerian youths is political exclusion.
Despite constituting over 60 percent of the population,
youths are often sidelined in decision-making processes
at local, state, and national levels (NPC, 2019; Akinola,
2019). This marginalization limits their capacity to
influence policies and participate meaningfully in
formal peacebuilding and conflict prevention structures.
Scholars argue that when youths are politically
excluded, their engagement in peace initiatives is
undermined, and in some cases, they may be co-opted
by political elites for violent purposes (McEvoy-Levy,
2006; Agbiboa, 2013).

2. Limited Funding and Institutional Support—Youth
peace initiatives in Nigeria are frequently underfunded
and lack institutional backing. Many grassroots
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organizations rely on sporadic donor support or
personal resources, which constrains program scale,
continuity, and impact (UNDP, 2018; Adebayo, 2021).
The absence of sustainable funding mechanisms and
supportive government frameworks reduces the ability
of youth organizations to plan long-term interventions,
train members, or expand outreach to conflict-prone
areas (Alabi & Abdulrahman, 2022).

3. Socioeconomic Challenges—High levels of youth
unemployment, poverty, and socio-economic
marginalization impede youth participation in
peacebuilding. Honwana (2012) describes this state
as “waithood,” where youths are trapped between
dependency and adulthood due to limited opportunities.
Economic precarity not only restricts voluntary
engagement in peace initiatives but also makes youths
more vulnerable to recruitment by violent groups,
extremist organizations, or political militias (Obi, 2020;
Akinola, 2018).

4. Weak Policy and Legal Frameworks—Although Nigeria
has policies recognizing youth engagement in national
development and peacebuilding, implementation
remains inconsistent and largely symbolic. The lack of
a coherent legal framework for youth participation in
conflict prevention undermines accountability, limits
institutional coordination, and prevents systematic
integration of youth-led initiatives into national peace
strategies (UNDP, 2018; Achumba, Ighomereho &
Akpor-Robaro, 2013). Consequently, many youth
initiatives operate in isolation, reducing their overall
impact.

5. Security and Operational Risks—Youth-led
peacebuilders often operate in high-risk environments,
including conflict-prone zones in the North-East,
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Middle Belt, and Niger Delta regions. Exposure
to violence, threats, and intimidation discourages
sustained engagement (Onuoha, 2010; Campbell, 2015).
Additionally, insufficient training in conflict-sensitive
approaches and crisis management may limit their
effectiveness and, in extreme cases, put participants at
personal risk.

6. Social Perception and Stereotyping—In many Nigerian
communities, youths are stereotypically perceived as
troublemakers, violent actors, or political agitators.
Such perceptions undermine community trust and
hinder youth-led initiatives from gaining local
legitimacy (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Ozerdem & Podder,
2015). Overcoming negative stereotypes requires
sustained engagement, capacity building, and visible
evidence of positive outcomes.

Conclusion

In summary, youth-led peacebuilding in Nigeria is constrained
by a combination of political, economic, institutional, operational,
and social factors. Political marginalization, limited funding,
weak legal frameworks, and socio-economic deprivation reduce
youth capacity to contribute meaningfully to conflict prevention.
Addressing these challenges requires multi-level interventions,
including inclusive governance, structured capacity-building
programs, sustainable funding, legal recognition, and protection for
youth peacebuilders. Recognizing and mitigating these challenges
is essential for leveraging youth potential and ensuring that their
initiatives contribute to long-term peace and stability in Nigeria.
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Methodology

Research Design
This study adopts a qualitative and analytical research design to
examine youth-led peacebuilding and conflict prevention initiatives
in Nigeria. The qualitative approach is particularly appropriate
given the exploratory and interpretive nature of the study, which
seeks to understand the roles, experiences, challenges, and
prospects of youth engagement in peacebuilding rather than to
measure variables quantitatively. Qualitative analysis enables
the examination of meanings, narratives, and contextual dynamics
surrounding youth participation in conflict prevention, especially
in complex and multidimensional conflict environments such as
Nigeria (Creswell, 2014).

The analytical design allows for critical engagement with
existing literature, policy frameworks, and documented practices,
facilitating a systematic assessment of how youth-led initiatives
operate within Nigeria’s sociopolitical and security landscape. This
approach is consistent with previous peace and conflict studies
that rely on secondary data to generate insights into institutional
and policy dynamics (Yin, 2018).

Sources of Data
The study relies exclusively on secondary data, drawn from
multiple sources to ensure depth, credibility, and diversity of
perspectives. These sources include:

1. Academic Literature: Peer-reviewed journal
articles, books, and scholarly publications
focusing on youth participation, peacebuilding,
conflict prevention, and security in Nigeria
and comparable contexts (McEvoy-Levy, 2006;
Ozerdem & Podder, 2015; Obi, 2020).

2. Policy and Programmatic Reports: Official
documents and reports from governmental

261 Olawale Nurudeen Abiodun (2025). Youth-Led Peacebuilding and Conflict
Prevention in Nigeria: Challenges & Prospects. LAJOPSS 1(1)




LASU JOURNAL OF PEACE & SECURITY STUDIES
www.lajopss.edu.ng

institutions, international organizations, and
non-governmental organizations involved in
peacebuilding and youth development, such as
the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP, 2018) and Search for Common Ground
(2020). These reports provide empirical insights
into ongoing youth-led peace initiatives and policy
frameworks.

3. Case Studies and Documented Initiatives:
Existing case studies and documented examples
of youth-led peacebuilding efforts in selected
Nigerian states, including Plateau, Kaduna,
Bauchi, Delta, and Rivers States. These cases
illustrate practical forms of youth engagement in
mediation, dialogue, early warning systems, and
community reconciliation.

4. Grey Literature: Media reports, online
publications, organizational newsletters, and
advocacy materials that offer contextual and
contemporary information on youth peace
activities, particularly in areas where formal
academic documentation is limited.

The use of diverse data sources enhances the richness of the
analysis and minimizes the risk of bias associated with reliance on
a single type of data.

Analytical Technique
Data collected from the various sources were analyzed using
thematic content analysis, a qualitative analytical method
suitable for identifying recurring patterns, concepts, and themes
across textual data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The analysis followed
a systematic process of data familiarization, coding, theme
development, and interpretation.
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Emerging themes were organized around key analytical
categories aligned with the objectives of the study, namely:

1. The nature and drivers of conflict in Nigeria

2. Forms and strategies of youth-led peacebuilding
and conflict prevention initiatives

3. Structural, institutional, and socio-economic
challenges confronting youth peacebuilders

4. Prospects and policy implications for
strengthening youth participation in sustainable
peacebuilding

This thematic organization facilitated a coherent and logical
presentation of findings while ensuring consistency between the
research objectives, analysis, and conclusions.

Validity and Reliability
To enhance the validity and reliability of the findings, the study
employed data triangulation, drawing evidence from multiple
sources and comparing insights across academic, policy, and
grey literature. This approach strengthens the credibility of the
analysis by ensuring that conclusions are not based on isolated
or anecdotal evidence but reflect broader patterns and consensus
within the literature.

Additionally, careful attention was paid to contextual accuracy
by situating youth-led initiatives within Nigeria’s historical,
political, and socio-economic realities. This methodological rigor
ensures that the findings and policy recommendations are both
analytically sound and contextually relevant.

Prospects, Policy Implications, and Conclusion

Prospects of Youth-Led Peacebuilding
Youth-led peacebuilding in Nigeria presents significant prospects
for sustainable conflict prevention and social cohesion. The
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demographic advantage of Nigeria—with youths constituting
over 60 percent of the population—provides a vast pool of human
resources capable of influencing peace processes positively (NPC,
2019). Youth initiatives have demonstrated capacity for innovation,
including the use of digital platforms for advocacy, grassroots
mediation, and community reconciliation programs (Ozerdem
& Podder, 2015; UNDP, 2018). Furthermore, evidence suggests
that when youths are meaningfully included in governance and
conflict prevention processes, they serve as early warning agents,
mediators, and community mobilizers, reducing the likelihood
of violent escalation (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Search for Common
Ground, 2020). The growing recognition of youth potential by
international organizations, civil society, and some state actors
enhances opportunities for collaboration, capacity building, and
policy integration.

Policy Implications
For youth-led peacebuilding to achieve sustainable impact, a
combination of inclusive policies, institutional support, and
capacity-building measures is necessary:

1. Inclusive Governance: Government and local
authorities should systematically involve youth in
policy-making, conflict resolution committees, and
peace councils at national and community levels
(Akinola, 2019).

2. Institutional Recognition: Youth-led peace
organizations require formal recognition, legal
support, and partnerships with governmental
and non-governmental agencies to enhance
legitimacy and sustainability (UNDP, 2018; Alabi
& Abdulrahman, 2022).

3. Capacity Building: Training programs on conflict-
sensitive approaches, mediation, dialogue
facilitation, and digital advocacy should be scaled
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to strengthen youth effectiveness (Honwana,
2012).

4. Sustainable Funding: Establishing dedicated
funds and support mechanisms will reduce
reliance on sporadic donor contributions, allowing
long-term planning and program continuity
(Adebayo, 2021).

5. Community Engagement and Awareness:
Initiatives should focus on building trust within
communities, countering negative stereotypes
about youths, and fostering a culture of non-
violence (McEvoy-Levy, 2006; Ozerdem & Podder,
2015).

Conclusion

Youth-led peacebuilding constitutes a critical yet underutilized
resource for conflict prevention and social stability in Nigeria.
Empirical evidence demonstrates that youths, when empowered
and supported, can serve as agents of change by promoting dialogue,
mediating conflicts, advocating for non-violence, and fostering
reconciliation. However, structural challenges—including political
marginalization, limited funding, socio-economic constraints, weak
institutional frameworks, and security risks—pose significant
barriers to the full realization of their potential.

This study argues that integrating youth into formal and
informal peace processes, strengthening institutional and policy
support, and providing resources for capacity building are essential
for leveraging youth potential. Policymakers, civil society actors,
and international partners must collaborate to create an enabling
environment where youth-led initiatives can thrive. Ultimately,
sustainable peace and security in Nigeria depend not only on state-
centered interventions but also on the meaningful engagement of
its youthful population as proactive peacebuilders and conflict
preventers.
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